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Commemorating the birth of Sanae Takaichi, Japan's first female prime minister
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List of female leaders who have broken or challenged the glass ceiling
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Year | Country Name Office Note
1960 | Ceylon (Sri | Sirimavo Prime Minister World's first female Prime
Lanka) Bandaranaike Minister
1966 | India Indira Gandhi Prime Minister
1969 | Israel Golda Meir Prime Minister
1974 | Argentina Isabel Peron President World's first female President
1979 | UK Margaret Prime Minister
Thatcher
1980 | Iceland Vigdis President World's first democratically
Finnbogadattir elected female President
1988 | Pakistan Benazir Bhutto | Prime Minister First female PM in a Muslim-
majority country
1993 | Turkey Tansu Ciller Prime Minister
1997 | New Jenny Shipley Prime Minister New Zealand's first female
Zealand PM
2005 | Germany Angela Merkel | Chancellor
2006 | Liberia Ellen Johnson President Africa's first female President
Sirleaf
2007 | Chile Michelle President
Bachelet
2017 | New Jacinda Ardern | Prime Minister
Zealand
2021 | US Kamala Harris | Vice President First female, Black, and
South Asian Vice President
of the United States (elect)
2022 | UK Liz Truss Prime Minister
2022 | ltaly Giorgia Meloni | Prime Minister Italy's first female Prime
Minister
2024 | Mexico Claudia President North America's first female
Sheinbaum President
2025 | Japan Sanae Takaichi | Prime Minister Japan's first female Prime
Minister (Based on search
result date: Oct. 22, 2025)




Female Leaders Who Broke or Challenged the Glass Ceiling

The first female Prime Minister of Japan has taken office. The appointment of Sanae
Takaichi symbolizes the collapse of the "last glass ceiling" in domestic politics.
However, viewed globally, her journey is an extension of the paths forged by many
pioneers.

In 1979, Margaret Thatcher of the United Kingdom, known as the "Iron Lady," led her
nation with strong will and a reform-oriented approach. She forcefully broke through
the male-dominated political culture, bringing new values to conservative politics.

In 1991, Edith Cresson became France's first female prime minister, but continuous
media ridicule of her appearance and statements led to her term lasting less than a
year. This was a classic case where prejudice, rather than competence, determined
evaluation.

Around the same time, Ireland's Mary Robinson championed ethics and human rights,
establishing a presidential image that embodied the nation's conscience. She
demonstrated a new current of "politics of empathy" in post-Cold War Europe.

Then, in 2016, Hillary Clinton of the United States came "one step away" from
becoming the first female president in history. Despite her long political experience,
intellect, and policy prowess, she was still subjected to gender biases, being called "too
strong" or "cold." Her defeat is said to have made visible the deep-seated conflict
between the expectation of and resistance to "female leadership" remaining in society.
Meanwhile, Germany's Angela Merkel steered Europe for 16 years with a politics of
pragmatism and stability. New Zealand's Jacinda Ardern demonstrated a new model of
leadership to the world, centered on empathy and transparency. Both transcended
"being a woman" to achieve a politics based on "a trusted individual."

Vice President Kamala Harris of the United States continues this lineage. With Asian
and African roots, she emerges not merely as the "first woman" but as a leader for an
era that carries "complex identities." If she runs in the next presidential election, it will
be the second chapter of Hillary's "unfinished challenge."

The glass ceiling does not vanish once broken. It reappears, changing form repeatedly
as times and societies evolve.

The arrival of Sanae Takaichi is the destruction of a ceiling in Japan and, at the same
time, a baton passed to "the next challengers." The struggle for a world where the
qualifications for a leader are measured by competence and conviction, not gender or

origin—that fight continues today.
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The end of briefing



